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Binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions by Member States from 2021 to 2030 for
a resilient Energy Union and to meet commitments under the Paris Agreement and
amending Regulation No 525/2013 of the European Parliament and the Council on a
mechanism for monitoring and reporting greenhouse gas emissions and other information
relevant to climate change

Exchange of views

Draftsperson: Benedek Jávor

On 20 July 2016, the European Commission presented a legislative proposal, the "Effort
Sharing Regulation", setting out binding annual greenhouse gas emission targets for
Member States for the period 2021–2030.

These targets cover sectors of the economy that fall outside the scope of the EU Emissions
Trading System (EU ETS). These sectors, including transport, buildings, agriculture and waste
management, account for almost 60% of total EU emissions. The proposal is the follow-up to
the Effort Sharing Decision, which established national emissions targets for Member States
in the non-ETS sectors between 2013 and 2020.

Benedek Jávor (Greens/EFA) is the rapporteur for the ITRE opinion to the ENVI report on this
legislative file. A first exchange of views is schedule for the ITRE committee meeting on 28
November.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

•   Consideration of draft opinion: 12 January 2017
•   Deadline for tabling amendments: 16 January 2017
•   Vote in ITRE: 23 March 2017
•   Vote in main Committee (ENVI): 29 May 2017
•   Vote in plenary: tbc

EU eGovernment action plan 2016-2020

Exchange of views

Draftsperson: Angelika Mlinar

ITRE will hold an exchange of views on the EU eGovernment Action Plan 2016-2020, which
the Commission published in April 2016. The Action Plan seeks to make public administration
more efficient and effective through ICT, make digital public services seamless across borders,
and make digital interaction between administrations and citizens/businesses easier.
Parliament is preparing an own-initiative report on the Action Plan, with IMCO leading and
ITRE/JURI as associated committees under Rule 54. The exchange of views will be kicked off
by the ITRE rapporteur for opinion, Angelika Mlinar (ALDE), who will present her preliminary
ideas for the ITRE opinion.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

•   Consideration of draft opinion: 12 January 2017
•   Deadline for tabling amendments: 17 January 2017
•   Vote in ITRE: 28 February 2017
•   Vote in main Committee (IMCO): 25 April 2017
•   Vote in plenary: tbc

Words by the Chair

 

Dear colleagues,

Our last ITRE meeting before the
Christmas break includes a wide
range of important issues. We will
welcome Commissioner Oettinger
for a discussion on the review of
the telecoms regulatory
framework and Mr Woerner,
Director-General of the European
Space Agency, for an exchange of
views on the Commission's Space
Strategy for Europe, which will be
the subject of an own-initiative
report. We shall also be holding a
public hearing on the Future of EU
Research Policy, in the context of
work on an implementation report
on the framework programme. In
addition to discussions on several
opinions, we shall also hear from
participants in the 2016 European
Youth Event.

Jerzy Buzek
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Inclusion of greenhouse gas emissions and removals from land use, land use change and
forestry (LULUCF) into the 2030 climate and energy framework and amending Regulation No
525/2013 of the European Parliament and the Council on a mechanism for monitoring and
reporting greenhouse gas emissions and other information relevant to climate change

Exchange of views

Draftsperson: Marisa Matias

Emissions and removals of greenhouse gases in LULUCF are currently covered by
international obligations under the Kyoto Protocol only, up to 2020. Up to this date, the
Kyoto Protocol places constraints on the EU and each of its Member States, as they need to
ensure that the LULUCF sector does not yield extra emissions. However, the Kyoto Protocol
will expire at the end of 2020. Consequently, governance for the LULUCF sector needs to be
further developed within the EU. The objective of the LULUCF proposal, which is part of the
legislation completing the integrated framework for climate and energy policies up to 2030
endorsed by the European Council in October 2014, is to determine how to include LULUCF
in the EU's climate and energy framework, from 2021.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

•   Consideration of draft opinion: 22-23 March 2017 
•   Deadline for tabling amendments: 27 March 2017 
•   Vote in ITRE: 11 May 2017 
•   Vote in main Committee (ENVI): 22 June 2017
•   Vote in plenary: tbc

Rules for wholesale roaming markets

Adoption of draft report

Rapporteur: Miapetra Kumpula-Natri

ITRE will vote on a mandate to start inter-institutional negotiations with Council on the
proposed Wholesale Roaming Regulation. A large majority of political groups have agreed on
a set of 21 compromise amendments covering most of the text of the proposed Regulation.
The compromise text would introduce lower wholesale caps for data services than the
Commission proposed, starting at 4 EUR/gigabyte in 2017 and decreasing to 1 EUR/gigabyte
in 2020. It would also introduce more transparency into the procedures under which mobile
operators apply for wholesale roaming access.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

•   Vote in plenary: tbc

Amending Decision 2008/376/EC on the adoption of the Research Programme of the
Research Fund for Coal and Steel and on the multiannual technical guidelines for this
programme

Adoption of draft report

Rapporteur: Jerzy Buzek

ITRE will vote on the draft report on the proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision
2008/376/EC on the adoption of the research programme of the Research Fund for Coal and
Steel and on the multiannual technical guidelines of this programme. 84 amendments have
been tabled to the Commission’s proposal. In addition 3 compromise amendments have
been proposed.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

•   Vote in plenary: December 2016

NEWS FROM THE POLICY
DEPARTMENT A

:Recent publications

Study on "Boosting Building
Renovation: What Potential and
Value for Europe?"

Briefing on "Digital Union"

Briefing on "Energy Policy"

At a glace on "Energy Union: Key
Decisions for the Realisation of a
Fully Integrated Energy Market"

Workshop on "Bringing EU-Turkey
Trade and Investment Relations Up
to Date?"

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

The Agency for the Cooperation of
Energy Regulators (ACER)

ACER has published its monitoring
report on the 2015 Inter-
Transmission System Operator
Compensation mechanism More

Subscribe to ACER news here

The Body of European Regulators for
Electronic Communications (BEREC)

Competition is driver for investment
– BEREC Chair Eschweiler at the B-
day Going Giga More

European Union Agency for
Network and Information Security
(ENISA)

Diagnosing cyber threats for smart
hospitals - ENISA’s key
recommendations on protecting
smart hospitals More

European Global Navigation
Satellite System Gnss Agency (GNSS)

GSA extends scope of ISO 9001
certification More

 

 

 

Next ITRE meeting:
12 January 2017, Brussels
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Space Strategy for Europe - Exchange of views with Director Johann-Dietrich Woerner, Director General of the European Space Agency

Following the presentation of the Space Strategy by the Commission and a public hearing on the Strategy, both held at the previous
committee meeting, ITRE will hear from the Director-General of the European Space Agency (ESA). ESA is Europe's intergovernmental
space agency and plays an important role in both the Galileo and Copernicus programmes. The Space Strategy for Europe, which the
Commission published at the end of October, focuses on maximising the benefits of space for society and the economy, by making the
most of the EU space programmes, Galileo and Copernicus; ensuring that Europe's space industry continues to be globally competitive
and innovative; reinforcing Europe's autonomy in accessing and using space in a secure and safe environment; strengthening Europe's
role as a global actor and promoting international cooperation. Parliament will prepare an own-initiative report on the Strategy.

Exchange of views with Mr Günther Oettinger, Commissioner for the Digital Economy and Society, as part of the Structured Dialogue

ITRE will hold an exchange of views with Mr Günther Oettinger, the Commissioner for Digital Economy and Society, on the
implementation of the Commission's 2016 work programme and priorities for 2017 in the field of digital policy. Among recent
developments certain to be discussed is the Commission’s new European Electronic Communications Code, proposed in September
2016. The new Code would streamline existing telecoms rules into one single law, and create new rules to make it more attractive for
companies to invest in future-proof high-quality network infrastructures. Proposed changes to BEREC, future changes to ENISA and the
upcoming draft Free Flow of Data Regulation are also likely to be discussed.

 

Public Hearing on "What future for EU-Research Policy: taking stock and looking ahead"

On 29 November ITRE is organising a Hearing on ‘What Future for EU-Research Policy:
Taking Stock and looking ahead’, in the context of ITRE work on the Horizon 2020
(H2020) implementation report. The hearing will address the main issues at the core of
EU research policy and its future: the impact of societal challenges research, examples of
national good practice, questions on the role of innovation policy and collaborative
projects within H2020, synergies between Horizon 2020 and Structural funds (research
excellence versus geographical cohesion) and new societal challenges or instruments
ahead of us. 

ITRE mission to Portugal and Spain (2-4 November 2016), Debriefing

Ms Cabezon Ruiz (S&D), head of the delegation and rapporteur for the Horizon 2020 implementation report will report on the ITRE
mission to Portugal and Spain from 2 to 4 November 2016. Four members participated in the mission, which involved meetings with
ministries, funding bodies, universities and research institutes. The delegation learnt  about the difficulties but also successes of two
southern, peripheral countries when participating in Horizon 2020 as input for the drafting of ITRE´s implementation report on
Horizon 2020.

European Youth Event (EYE), follow-up presentation

Thousands of young people took part in the second edition of the European Youth Event (EYE2016) at the European Parliament in
Strasbourg last May with the aim of producing ideas for Europe’s future. Former EYE2016 participants will have the opportunity to
present some of the most impactful ideas collected during the EYE and exchange views with MEPs, with the aim of having an impact
on the future agenda of the EU and make positive change. This is done in 10 Youth Hearings in parliamentary Committees, which
serve as a direct follow-up of the EYE2016. The topics of the EYE follow-up presentation in the ITRE committee meeting, taking place
on 29 November from 10:30 -11:30h, will include:

•   research and innovation (Horizon 2020);
cybersecurity and digital single market;•   
energy efficiency;•   
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